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• Provide experience to local and diverse youth
• Collect critical information needed to meet partnership goals
• Share skills related to natural resource stewardship
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Background

• Landslide fatalities in Sitka

• Geo Task Force Working Group

• Field data needs

• Diversity grant opportunity/funding

• Partnership agreement –Tongass Landslide Partnership



Hiring and Training

• Seeking Interest

• Safety Training

• Field Skills

• Data Collection



Collecting Data



Discussion 
What went well: The methods we used and the way we spent our time was something that went 

well. We were able to quickly collect our data and return to our starting point. We also plan a 

route to take so we don’t waste any time just wondering through the woods. 

Possible mistakes: There are a few mistakes we could have made. We once planned a route to 

1.20 but that was too difficult to take, and we had to turn back because of the excessive steep 

slopes and cliffs. There was also a time when the rebar pole we were using was going deep into 

the ground to the point where we just stopped pounding it and recorded our data with an “at 

least”, even though we could’ve just have gotten the longer rebar and put it deeper into the 

ground. Also, 1.14 had many boulders so it is possible we hit a boulder instead of bedrock. At 

1.17, we couldn’t make it to the target point because of a cliff. 

Weather Importance: The weather can play an important part in our data collection because it 

effects the soil. If it rains a good amount, the soil may be wet, or moist. If there is no rain for a 

while and it is dry, some of the soil may be dry. 



Outcome

• Local engagement in local projects
• Youth were “excited to be part of something good for the community”

• Empowering youth in land stewardship and workforce development
• Collected the data

• Analyzed the data

• Wrote the report

• Data
• Valuable information available regarding soil depths and diversity (of depths) 

across the hillslope behind Sitka



THANKS

• Field Technicians
• Karl Cranston-Simmons, Student - Pacific High School
• Eric Alvaradoskal, Student – Pacific High School

• Tongass National Forest – Technical Guidance and Agreement
• Dennis Landwher
• Jacquie Foss, Soil Scientist
• K.K. Prussian, Hydrologist

• Sitka Sound Science Center – Agreement, Training and Supervision
• Cora Siebert, Geologist
• Callie Simmons, Research Coordinator


